
                                                                                 

 

 

COUNTRY 

Name of project: Business center Losserand 
FRANCE 

City of project:  Paris 

Size/ region affected One building 

Type of project 
[theoretical / 

practical]: 

Category 3 : town planning 

First Parisian building integrating photovoltaic technology in the architecture  

Targeted technique 
PV/Solar 

thermal/Solar 
Passive/Solar Air 

conditioning 

Photovoltaic glazing, made up of 260 micron cells embedded in a 2 mm-thick resin 

between two pieces of hardened or tempered glass. 

 

Period/ starting date  2006-2008 

Contact institution 
with Internet links 

(if available) 

 SAGI 

http://www.sagi-immo.com/immobilier-d-entreprise/Patrimoine-disponible/LOSSERAND  

Photo / drawings / 
overview 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                 

 

 

 



                                                                                 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  



                                                                                 

General Project 
Description 

 The SAGI, a SEM (mixed investment company) in which the City of Paris is a 

stakeholder, is involved in converting a former Compagnie Parisienne de Distribution 

d’Électricité sub-station, located at rue Raymond Losserand in Paris, into a business 

centre. Preserving the historic nature of the building, architect Emmanuel Saadi 

endeavoured to extend his original vocation by scattering photovoltaic cells over almost 

all of the glass surfaces.  

45 000 polycrystalline cells on an active surface of 1000 m2. 

They are supposed to produce instant power 123.5 kWp. 

 

Initiator/project idea City of Paris 

Financing Investor City of Paris - SAGI 

Service Provider 

Emmanuel Saadi and Jean-Louis REY (architects)  

Campenon Bernard Construction  

BECT (Office of Research and Technology Council) 

Other parties 
involved (eg. 
departments) 

 

Partner responsible 
for Best Practice 

description 

Mairie de Paris    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWOT Analysis 

Strengths 

! Keep the historical aspect of a building incorporating modern technology. 

! Visibility of photovoltaic technology from the outside. 

! Unity and plastic quality of the building distributing polycrystalline cells randomly 

(similarity with the material of the walls). 

! The number of photovoltaic cells varies in accordance with the sun exposure. For 

example, the southern façade facing the street is much more dense than the side 

façades, exposed to the east and the west. 

! Inside light, using the distribution of photovoltaic cells to obscure the sun light. 

 

Weakness 

! The overall project cost is 678,000 euros excluding tax. 

! Necessity to change all the glazing when it’s needed to change one element. 

! The administrative complexity with the various departments of EDF (electricity of 

France: energy operator for electricity production and distribution), the Prefecture 

(DRIRE), the Ministry of Economy and particularly the diversity and hence the lack of 

consistency in forms which have different frames of references. 

! No organization which "summarizes" the case. 

! To have recourse to the ATEX (technical assessment of the experimentation) 

 

Opportunities 

! Symbol of the environmental policy of Paris (development of photovoltaic in a GPRU 

area (important project of urban renewal)). 

! The glass devices implemented, not seen before in Paris, indicate very promising 

developments in the short term. 

! Self-sufficient building. 

! To sell the electricity production. 

! To sensitize about solar energy every society renting the offices. 

Threats 
! Lack of communication about the use of solar technology and the production of 

electricity. 

Improvements 
 

! Promote the photovoltaic technology using this building as a reference 

! Communicate on the production of electricity 

 


