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1 Political, Legal and economic framework 

1.1 Is there a local energy plan or energy strategy in your city? What are the 

main objectives and targets towards energy efficiency and renewable 

energies? 

In 2005/2006, the town of Laakirchen performed facility contracting in 10 municipal buildings and also 
refurbished the street lighting in this way. Moreover, energy accounting was introduced, which has since kept 
savings in sight. The district heating network, which makes use of the excess heat from the Laakirchen 
paper plant, was successively expanded and municipal and private buildings connected to the network. 
 
Furthermore, as a Climate Alliance community, a commitment has been made to undertake extensive public 
relations work and disseminate detailed information. In 2003/2004, Laakirchen began with the collective 
purchase of solar systems to great success; this system has also been implemented in many other Upper 
Austrian municipalities. 

1.2 Local thermal building regulations and/or building energy certification  

The framework conditions are defined in the Upper Austrian Regional Planning Act (Raumordnungsgesetz). 
Buildings must meanwhile hold an energy pass; there are no further requirements particular to Laakirchen 
with regards to the energy efficiency of buildings. 

1.3 Existing local solar photovoltaics/thermal/renewable obligations.  

Guidelines for the funding of renewable energies 
 

1. The Stadtgemeinde Laakirchen subsidises the purchase and installation of systems, which use 
renewable energies to generate hot water and transition heating in residential (single and dual-family 
homes) and commercial buildings. 

2. The residential/commercial building must be located in Laakirchen to be eligible for funding. 
3. Funding is available for a limited period from 01.01.2010 until 31.12.2010. Systems must be installed 

within this period. The amount of funding as indicated in point 6 is only valid for applications 
submitted after 01.01.2010. 

4. Conclusion of a contract with E-Werk Wels is required for funding to be granted (photovoltaic 
installations). Funding will be transferred to E-Werk Wels once the system has been installed. Those 
interested in solar installations (apart from photovoltaics) and heat pumps can contact a Laakirchen 
provider directly. If a contract is concluded, the company shall take the funding from the 
Stadtgemeinde into account, whereby the Stadtgemeinde shall transfer funding to the provider 
following installation of the system and upon presentation of a copy of the invoice. Should installation 
not be undertaken by a Laakirchen provider, installation in the Laakirchen residence must be proven 
and a written agreement and copy of the invoice from a specialist company presented to the city 
building authorities. 

5. This funding scheme is a voluntary service offered by the Stadtgemeinde Laakirchen within the 
framework of the means made available for this purpose. No legal claim to funding exists. 

6. The following fixed amounts have been established as funding per building and system: 
1. Solar systems (excluding photovoltaics) ! 200 
2. Photovoltaics                                                ! 300 
3. Heat pumps (heating support)             ! 200 
4. Heat pumps (service water)                         ! 125 
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7. Systems, which only provide room or water heating for indoor or outdoor swimming pools, are 
excluded from this funding scheme. 

8. Funding assigned unjustly is to be refunded in full. 
9. Special cases not provided for in these guidelines shall be decided by the town council. 
10. These guidelines come into effect on 01.01.2010, at which point the guidelines for the funding of 

renewable energies of 15.05.2008 shall expire. 
 
See 
www.laakirchen.ooe.gv.at/system/web/foerderung.aspx?menuonr=218315271&typ=5&bezirkonr=0&detailonr
=34990 

1.4 Financing mechanisms and available subsidies at local level for adopting 

solar technologies?  

Please see 1.3. 

2 Urban practices framework 

2.1 Describe briefly the main criteria on the current urban practices, e.g. 

guidelines for urban plans development and requirements on solar urban 

planning if these exist.  

In Laakirchen, there are no guidelines relating to solar spatial planning; the emphasis is on (voluntary) 
participation by inhabitants, and the best possible offers, information and funding are made available for this. 

2.2 Do you or would you face problems with large exemption categories, e.g. 

historical buildings or landscape protected areas?  

There is a nature protection area covering some 3.6 ha in Laakirchen and parts of the 'Traunufer' 
hiking/biking trail have also been designated Natura 2000 areas. Neither of these areas or historic buildings 
are currently an issue with regard to renewable energy. 

2.3 How is the solar urban planning obligation monitored, or by which means 

would be adequate to monitor/control the effective implementation of the 

solar urban planning requisites? 

In Laakirchen, we believe in inhabitant participation – and this works extremely well. We also believe in the 
use of renewable energy sources in communal areas and thus lead by example. Building companies could 
not yet be instilled with sufficient motivation for the scheme. 
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3 Building Stock 

3.1 Provide some data on the existing local building stock.  

PV and solar thermal installations have already been integrated into the new town hall (opened in 2006) and 
the town's new safety centre (opened in 2009). In 2009, a PV installation began generating electricity on the 
state music school (Landesmusikschule) as part of the current campaign. Plans to mount a 5 kWp PV 
installation on one of the local secondary schools (Hauptschule Süd) have already been fixed for 2010. 
Energy-efficient construction is also planned for development/refurbishment of the old people's home. 
Refurbishment of another secondary school (Hauptschule Nord) shall primarily involve renovation of the 
building envelope, however solar thermal or PV installations shall also be considered here should the budget 
allow. 

3.2 Please indicate future construction/renovation projects in your city where 

effective policy for solar urban planning could be implemented.  

Facility contracting in 10 buildings and the entire street lighting network: 
The project involves a total investment of ! 1,056,422.16 and periods of 216 months (buildings) and 240 
months (street lighting) with the aim of reducing CO2 emissions by approx. 238 tons/year. According to the 
energy accounting, the savings calculated have even been exceeded and the community credited the 
difference. 
 
Conversion, development and refurbishment of Hauptschule Nord secondary school: a total of ! 3.8 million. 

4 Solar Market and Potential 

4.1 Installed solar (thermal/photovoltaic) capacity at local level. 

The following outcomes could be achieved since 2000 by means of the funding requests from the 
community: 
- 258 solar thermal installations (hot water; heating in parts). 
- 903 PV panels since 2008 on the roofs of around 50 homes. 
- Around 15-20 further PV panels in Laakirchen on private homes on the homeowner's own initiative 
prior to the PV campaign. 
- PV panels on the new town hall and state music school (Landesmusikschule) and planned for the 
Hauptschule Süd Laakirchen secondary school. 
- A solar installation on the new safety centre and planned extension options for PV installations. 
In addition to: 
- 63 requests for funding for window replacement (since 2005) 
- 35 requests for funding for facade insulation (since 2005) 

4.2 Effective contribution of solar energy for the local energy mix.  

In comparison with other renewable energy source for which funding is available, e.g. wood chip heating systems, etc., 

solar thermal installations and PV installations are much further ahead in Laakirchen due to the campaigns. 
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4.3 Are there renewable technologies which are widely diffused in your city and 

that can therefore contribute in a renewable obligation? 

In recent years, there has been a vast increase in solar thermal installations (around 260 since 1999) and PV 
installations (about 60 since 2005) on private homes throughout the municipality as a result of special information 
packages and offers. The district heating system in Laakirchen has been under development since about 1990, and over 
100 sites, namely 700 homes and several companies and communal buildings, have been connected to this. 
 
Favourable offers on solar thermal installations, heat pumps, window replacement and facade insulation in cooperation 
with local providers and financial support from the municipality has led many homeowners to implement renewable forms 
of energy in their own homes. 

 
It has been shown that well-assembled offer packages and sufficient competent, pertinent information lead Laakirchen 
inhabitants to access these for their own sake of their own accord. 


